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c ſt 
I this Con 
'. ders: it in the poſture 
F thatnovv it Ranks bur 
| he will canſeſſe that it. 
” ' would 


". * wvouldrequireeven the Þ 
| mages of Perg to 
efray the charge of ic , | 


and toFcarry on the buli- 
neſſes.in which it is en» 
Bagh; hence Me bm 
the ſupream Magiſtrate, 
upon whoſe ſhoulders 
+ the government of 1t 
lies, is forc'd to raiſe valt 4 
ſums of money by ſuch 
ways 8& means as reaſon 
of ſtate putshim upon , | 
(3s by concributi6n, ex- 
I che 
Ke ) forthe managi 
of them, which liebe 
_ vy bponthe people, and 


are 
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| are reſented 2s grievous FM 


Þ burdens : for let reaſon 
of State ſpeak what ir 
will , and neceſſity. be 
never ſo preſsing, men 
are not willing to 
part vvith their money , 
ts caſe and freedom 
from burthens that they 
+ look for , which when 
they ſenhibly feel, then 
oy will fit down ſa. 
tied and contented- 
| ly acquieſce in their 
condition. What . ywvas 
it that keptthe 10 tribes 
| ſo cloſe to Jerdboam, 
| and his ſucceſſors, aker 
the 


| the rene from 9s: | 
char _ be reign 
of 18 Kings t 

conſtant TR, 9 
never © returned again, - 
But that he did thar. 
which Rehoboam ſhould | 
have done, and which | 
the people ſued for, and 
the grave Counlellers 
adviſed him to, in ma- 
king their yoaks ealter, 
and their burdens light- 
Tv; 7 Theneareſt way | 


F- #4: forusto do ſotoo, is to 

=, alter the ch argeable ps- tisn 
flure that we now fend | 

in, if with honour, ju- bg 

ice, | 


by ſuch ways 
' Fand means as are moſt 
{ear and ſmooch, and 
'Teaft liable to excepti- 

4ons; and what more 
- {clear 


IB 1 


as | have ready ro cone 
mend of menot knownÞ Þ 
worth and incegriry fu > 


tauſe of grievance tO 2- 
dy other .thac are moſt 
pickebe whole 
incipally aim'd 


Kachdehg, which 
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ec Statute of the 26. 

if Henry che 8th. and 

4 -_ firſt of Qu. E- 
vr payment of firſt- 
,and ecaths , may 
ucinco due executi» 
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cruevalue ofthem, and F 
not as they ſtand partial- F - 
ly. rated in the lae}J- 
Kings books, by an an- | 
tient inquiry made a= 
bove 100 years. fince, | - 
which gives chem norÞ' 
. intothe 5th. nor to the | 24 
6th- nor ſcarce to the | 

3th. part ofthe true va, | 
lye ofthem, throughaut | + 
the land, + 
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Þ* Some 724 ons ſhew- 
ing the reaſona- 
. HGleneſs, equity , 
3 H jubkice " and ſea- 

|  'ſonableneſſe of this 
& emand. 


| 
, H pr it is legal that , 
1 they ſhould- be {o 1 
4 paid; the Starute is clear, 


| and peremptory for it as 
+ above, the 26. of Hen: 
| the 3. and the 1. or Qu: 
| | Blix. | 
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Preſent 


Secondly ; And that 
Statute made in a free &- 


full Parliament , where $. 


the Biſhops chiefly. con- 
cern'd in it , as Lords 
Spiritual (_ſo called )- 
{ate inthe upper Houſe, F 
in great power, and . 
with them in that Parli- 

ament fix and twenty | 
Abbots, which ( toge- 

ther ) with the Biſhops, 


were able to have carti- | 


ed a Vote againft che 
Lords temporal , which 
in thoſe days were. not | 
lo numerous. And 

mer by 


k & - ry ny 0k | 
vocation of the < "gy 


' F finting and unanimoully 
'Þ aſſenting co it, | 


* Thirdly, And this 

$ Ao conſiderable, thac 

| three of the greateſt Of- 
 ficers inthe land, The 

' | Lord Chancellor, the 
+ Lordchief Baron, and 
- | the Maſterof the Rolls, 
are thereby required co 

"+ make Inquiry from 
time to time, by all the 

| ways and means they 
4 can intheir diſcretio de- 

\ $, viſe, co find outtherrue 
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values of them/; that ſo 


the firſt-fruitsand tenths Þ d 


may be paid in accor-. 4 


dingy. And againſt 
thole would I have, put 
in my information -in 
the Committee for dif 
coveries , if my Coun- 
cil had not otherwiſe 
perlwaded and over. 
ruled me. 


- Fourthly, There is 


good Bond for it, which 


every Ir.cumbent( at his 
entrance into his living) | 
encers intothe firſt-fruits Þ 
Office, called che Melius Þ 


In- } 


$1" He (ondition 
A of thuOblipati- 
| on 1s ſuch, that if the 
| Reflory of A, mthe 
. | County of B. be here- 
| after proved to be of 
| more yearly value 
| than ten pounds, then 
if C. D. Incumbent 
| there, do anſwer the 
| Keepers of the Li- 
| B4 bexrtics 
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berties of England F 
_ accordingly within 
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one moneth after 
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Certificate of ae tr 
proof thereof had , Jy: 
and delivered wunte 
Fax gr ig or 
further delay .. then. 


thu preſent Obligati- | 
on t0 be void and of 
none effet , or elſe. 
to (and and remain 
in full force and ver - 1 
(ue, 
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f Have taken ſome 
pains, and been at 
ſome coſtin this In 
tr ad I find this "i 
'Fpound, commonly to be 
an hundred , {dom 
leſs chan fourſcore; as 
for inſtances, the ReRto- 
' of Alsferd in Hemp- 
ſtands in the late 
| Kings Books at 29]; and 
fome odd ſhillings 2 
'Thave known this Re! 
Rory to be let ar 45ol! 
F communibus annis, and be- 
F ides the * incumbene 9s. Hes: 
Fo —_ co himſelf che ge 
3 houſe, 
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houſe, with the ce y 
modatious 'abour irjjad 
with ſome gl-ab lar | 
and other advancages | 
tothe value of 3ol." 
year , and upward-/; 
could mulriply inſtance 
of this kind , UF i Vet 
K ; 


ily Moby: d | | 
ter now afford to doe 
than heretofore. , 


much as we. are A 1. , 
from many other bur«ſes 


dens, and. yearly 
payments which oY 


withall (as Synodals, 
ions ) and 


procurations ) a 
2d reaſon for it; for 
e duties upon which 
Were charg'd- be- 
glaid down , which 
beck calling of Sy- 
viſications 


Þ the \Churches, which 


charge of the Miniſtry , , 
Fe will follow rational- -__ 
Ay, -that the charge, oc- 
Halioned by thele du- 

ies, ſhould die with 
y the as alſo the cons 
<Fiburions uſually. given 
Fo the _—_ at: their 
7 firſt 


firſt entrance upor the 
Sees by way of gw 
culty, , 
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Sixthly , It was 
fo long ſince ir was qui 
ſtioned, and thatin Pa 
liament too, whether; 
ny tithes ſhould be pai 
at all , and ſhall ic nowſſ 
be queſtioned, wherhale 
edues ſhall be pail 
out ofthem to his High 
neſs which the Lan 
requires? 


Seventhly ;. Vvhatſ® 
 moxe uſual with Chris b 
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n Kings ad Com- | 
pnvvealths chan ' in 
at exigencies of af- 
/ asin their charge- 
ewars, &c, to ſupply 
7 Wants out of the 
s oftheChurch, 
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whois fil. 


© part throughout 
ir Dominions, and 


- Where they "have 
Jo ſuch Lavy for ic as 
wire baye, but only rag- 

Fry Stato , as the 


ſpeaks? 


* as , If you look 
| upon 


f Prafent © 
upon the Preface g 
uiherd'/in this Actwel 
« was firſt made; in 
26, of Fen. 8. you s 
find it ſpeaks as: 
for his Highneſs , 
the preſent affairs of 
Commoavvcalcl ne 


and they-do as'r af oy 
y require 1t,as ti 


rly 
they did, 


Ninthly , Doe 7 4a 
great . affairs of 
Commonwealth fora 
his Highnels to rail 
ſuch great ſummes of 
mony tor che managing}. 
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I means as reaſon of 

-purs him as 

Ar x5 
amnacion, cxciſe, andthe 
nike; and is it fie chat 
h ſums as theſe are , 

ich are clcarly due 

"y Lavo , ſhould lic a- 

aleep, and be wav'd the 
4 while? 


" ſay ; Let noe 
ef m think ir ſtrange, 
t the melius Inquiren- 
ſhould be now ſet 
foot : The Lord 

« Fea Duck WAS 
ſetting 
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ſeningicon foot i in | 
time, as his Secre 
Guy told me KN 
cight and twenty ye! "i. 
_— * w— 
had been with the 


doms , then and cher 

honourably COT 

ever fince which tin 

I have hadit by me. ©! 
Eleventhly , Ioffere 

to ſer it. 6n oor in the 


. we 'Y 


Fr Czar. 
; King time, and 
eacquain- 
c Ne Archbiſhop of 
| rbury with it, bur 


wh Rhee: ir off and char- 


me upon my Ca- 
obedience 1 

ould not tic in ic, nei- 
erdid | while 1 owed 


| m any. 


gee and 
nly ,, cven thoſe 
ach .are moſt con- 
ad in it, and may 
tend to have greateſt 
aſe to except a ainſt 

| ſhall receive p. "4 
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by ic ; Iristhe only F 
way to (ertle them in} | 
their tiches, and to con» þ 
firm them upon them, þ 
andts engage his High 
neſs to prote@ them in 
che poſſeſſion and en» 
;oymentotchem, which 
before and as yet doe 
ſtand but upon totty- 
ringterms , moſt of the 
Counties or ol * 
ving petitioned a 
how 0» them pay thei 
dues , and they = 
with the better 
dence demand and t&- 
quire them : But in tht] Cl 
medd| * 
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T fa Caſar. 
y | mean time , while they 
n | pay. their dues to his 
w | po" ſuch an in- 
4 conſiderable proportion, 
OF ahacif the Pariſhione: 
in | ſhould take the advan- 
ge of it to pay his 
bhes by the (ame pro- 
portion , and being re- 
ed to pay them to 
full value, (hall an- 
(wer, that he pays his 
"tithes in to the Incum- 
| bent,after the ſame pro- 
| portion , that the In- 
eumbent pays them in 
tO his Highneſs and the 
hel Commonwealth , both 
a0] * Cu being 
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being equally due? 
How this will ſtand 
good in Law Iknow | 
not 3 but] am ſure it is þ 


good in equity. 


Laſtly, were the re- 
venues yer left unto the 
Church diſtributed in 
any indifferent or reaſo- 
wr +; proportion , with 
due reſpe&t had to the 
different worch , gifts, 
and parts, of thoſe chat 
areimployed inthe glo- | 
nous work of the 
niſtry, and the different | 
Congregations under 
cheir 
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for Czar, 
their ſeveral charges, 
there is yet leſt means 


"abundantly ſufficienc 


b for the maintenance 


and encouragement of 
an able Miniſtric 
throughout the land , 
cheertully paying our of 
it his Highneſſes dues 
too, which the Law re- 
ires in teſtimony of 
eſt chankfullneſſe to 
him for proteting them 
inallthereſt, For be- 
ſides all the defalcations 
and deduions thac 


have been made out of 


it, both in the time of 
C3 Hen, 


28 
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Hen, the 8. and ofthe Þ 


late Parliament , there 
is yer left unto ir full 
half a million a year,and 
if courſe were taken, 
charthis might be pru- 
dently proportioned, {6 
as the greater living : 
might help the leſſer, 
there would be found 
bundantly ſufficient for 
both; and ſo all the rv 
venues of the firſt-fruits 
Office , would come in 
clearly unto his High- | 
neſs, which now go 
all out in avgmentati- 
ons, and doth not ſerve 


the | 
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” foCe. 
F the turn neither ; And 
Fall the revenues of the 
Church will nor now 
' be ſufficient for the 
maintaining of the Mi- 
niſtry, now they are all 
ſera part, and appropri- 
xed co that uſe , how 
did it ſerve theturn an- 
tiently , when they had 
ſcarce a fourth par: of ir, 
the other three being 
diftributed to other uſes? 
for if you look back in. 
to antiquity, you ſhall 
find , that primitively 
theſe revenues were not 
ſhard amongſt the 
C4 Ceyy 
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Clergy parochiatim , by 
Pariſh-meal , as now, 
it was many hundred 


years ſince Chriſt, be- þ 


fore the Land was ſo dis 
vided , and cantonizd 
into Pariſhes, bur all the 
tithes and 'oblations, 
and other revenues of 
the Church vere 
into ſeveral Church 
Treaſuries, in every Di- 
ocele one , thoſe treaſu- 
ries committed to the 
care and truſt of faithſull 
and prudent men , by 
whom they were to 


diſtributed to pious and | 
| charkable] | 


ne 
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tive 1 


for C#ſar. 


I charitable uſes, as nzed 


did require ; thoſe men 
whom they were t9 
{be thus diſttibuted , 
;werethe Deacons , AC- 
—_ to the primi- 
nititution, Af. 6, 
Thoſe uſes unco which 
they were diſtributed , 
were principally theſe 
four. Firſt forthe main- 
tenance of the Miniſtry. 
Scondly, for the. relicf 
ofrhe poor. © Thirdly , 
| for the building and re- 


pairing of - Churches , 


| and: Religious houſes. 
4 a 4thly, for the re- 


demption 


demption of Chrittan | 
Caprives, the relief of 
perſecmeed Chriſtians, | 
andthe like, ſo that of all 
theſe revenues there was, 
not above a 4th. pant fel] 
to their ſhare ; nor that 
neither, but with theſe 
2 limications: 

Firſt, if they had no 0- 
thercompetene meangof 
their ownto live upon; 
for if they had , thenby 
the antient Canons,they 
were to receive no 
ftridution our of the 
Church Revenue ; but | 
were tepreach the a 
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[1 oft accipiunt , ſacrilegium 


TY HY o—__  Woors . yp as - 


| oF 7? 
pel freely, Quii bonis Pa- 


| rentum ſuftentari poſſunt 


Clerici, fe quod paupernm 


commttunt; Clerks or ,__. 

Clergy men which may op. c 

be ſuſtained by the © 

goods of their Parents, 

or ( as I conceive he 

means) by maintenance 

left them by their Pa- 

rents, if they take any 

thing ofthe poors parri- 

mony, they commir ſa- 

| crilege ; and whar they 
meant by the poors pa- 

| 4rimony, appears by che 

Aame facher in another 
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place. 
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i Oran 
e... Quicquid poſi 
Fo lef vel in ſundis, 
vel in pecunia, paaperum ef 
the Church poſleſſeth,, 
either in lands,or in mo- 
ney, it is the patrimony | 
of the poor , they only 
had the honour and the 
cruſt of the diſtributing 
of it, or overſeeing the 
diſtributing of it by the 
Deacons, in which re- 
gard moſt properly they 
were Fpiſcopi , which 
ſignifieth overſcers; And 
good reaſon that them- 
ſelyes, and the reft of 
BE 
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fo Coli, 


otherwiſe wherewith 
to ſuſtain themſelves, 
ſhould be ſupplicd our 
ef the treaſury ; And 1o 
they were, but (which 
was the ſecond limitati- 
on ) that ſo ſparingly , 
and fo frugally , thar 
there ſhould be no al- 
lowance for any vain, or 
unneceſſary expences , 
much, leſs for purcha- 
fing of lands and houſes, 
| for raiſing of families 
to greatneſs leaſt of all 
for Princely pomp, and 
ſtate ; for what the 


pomp 


the Cl having not 


35 


CEN 1 
= © © pomp & ſtate ofBiſhopy F 1 
was in thoſe days , aps | 
pears by that model 
Canon made inthe anti. 
ent Council of 4 quleia, } 
4. intheſe words'Epilcps 
bus n61 procul ab Eccleſia ba- 
wk. beat he/pitiolum , = 
menſam, & ſupelleftilem I 
Let the Biſhop have | 
near unto the Church 84 
little houſe or Hoſpital, 
and init a mean cable, 
wich mean houſhould- 
ſtuff. That grave Coun- 
ci, even by the Spiritof 
propheſie foreſceing ,, | 
and prudently endea- 
youring' 
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c 
£ 
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| 
| 
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EIN 


F rouring «o prevent that 
1 pr oved in 

e Pri of 
| xd pomp 


| Whereforetheſethings 
duly coſidered , 1 hope 
no man will be offcnd- 
ed ar _ for what I 
here and preſent 
| but rather that [| ſhall 
deſerve thanks from all 
ies concernd in it 
relpeRively . from his 
« } Highneſs for cadeavou- 
| ring the augmentation 
2 ofhiis Trealory and the 
| increaſe of his Reyenuc, 
4 un F 
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in a legal way, wheres 


by he may beche better F q 


inabled to. defray the Þ | 


charge , and to carry on : 
the great buſineſſes of F 
the Commonwealth , } 


committed to his care 


and truft;from the Come. 


monwealth, whole at- 


fairs ſhall by this means | 
be the better admini- } 


ftred, and they in due 
time ecas'd from other 
burdens, now lying up» 


onthem ; and from my. 


brethren in cheMiniſtry, 


whoſe portion and. pas // 
trimony ſhall by this. 


means 


* ®# " _ : | O = 


"Means be: ferled and 
F confirmed upon: them , 
F | and his Highnels -inga- 
| ged to protect them in 
* the enjoyment of them, 
» | together with his own 
: & incereſt, and in all other 
* F theiranticnt duties and 
- | immunities, now miſe- 
| | tably invaded. In three 
| words, Me-thijnks ic 
| ſhould be ſatisfactory 
toall,, tharthere is no- 
thing here propoſed bur 
:F what there is Law for, 
| What there is reaſon for, 
and-what there is bond 
& for, If his Higneſs will 
--- D be 


leaſed to remit all 


be 
th 
knows them , he ſhall 


therein do a very noble, | 


and gracious AQ, and1 
ſhall have my ſhare in 
the benefit of it; bur if 
(the exigencies _ "=_ 
time ſorequiring) 

be pleaſed bs dogg 


them , we have no 


more reaſon to be offen« 


ded with him for ta- 
king his own, than the - 


people have to be offen« 
ded with us fortaking 


ours. The way for us 
to improve this pay- 
ment 


e his dues now he. 
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for Cult. 


- & mentco our own advan: 
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t isto doe it freely, 
ay cheerfully :6f Ge 
jþof our ſence of the pre(- 
fag neceſsities of che 
time, and our thankful. 
neſsro his Highneſs for 
our ionin them, 
40 offer ir up to him 
052 free-will offering ; 
though there were no 
Law at all torequire it. 


- | Were the Clergy of thoſe 
» | times ſo ſenſible of the 


J 
, 
j-.* 
, 


burthens of the 
monwealkh , and 
ſo thankfull co che King 


\ | forhis care andpains in 


TT - D2 mana- 


jþ A" Preſent 
4 - managing the affairs of. 

—_= it in troubleſome times, 
as to make ſuch a Law. | 
when there was none, if 
and ſhall we be ſo in- 

ſenſible of the greater 

burdens of the preſent. 
times, or ſounthankfull 

ro the ſupreme Magi-/ 
ſtrate , upon whoſe 

ſhoulders che weight of 
them lies more heavy | 
than ever, it did upon | 
that King , as «not; to 
obſerye it now it is } 
made ? ſurely, as the 
Clergy of thoſe times 
did ſhewy heiofualning 
l 
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{ the one, and their 
, | thankfullneſs to the 0- 
7. | ther, in their free offer 
þ of chis their aſsiſtance , 
- } in making ſuch a Law; 
c | fothe Miniſtry of theſe 
t & times will be much 
l.F more forward to doe 
= | their parts to aſsiſt, en- 
e | able, and encourage the 
f | Magiſtrate in his go- 
y vernment by keeping it, 
n | andeveryoneto pur to 
o | his little finger, to the 
s } ealing of him of the 
e | heavy burthen of it lying 
s | upon his ſhoulders ; ſo 
as [truſt I may general- 
: D 3 ly 


lyin the name of theng S < 
all , as well as of my | j 
ſelf, cender this preſent, | 1 
j unto him as to our Pa- |; | 
L tron, ProteRor and Be- } 
neſaQor. And although } ; 
that ſervant which doth |. | 
no more than his duty F 
cannot plead merit, nor | | 
challenge w_ extraordi- | 
reward , yet u 
this our readineſs ad 
cheerfullneſs inthe per- 
formance of it, we may 
undoubtedly promiſe 4 
ere ſelves trom js | 
Highneſs ſuch Acts ot 
la; ra - 


V.i..s- — A 


— — 4 


calling, and proteRion 


in the exerciſe of ic, in 
reference to our mainte- 
nance by tithes,and that 


+ competent and certain ,, 


and in ſome indifferent 


 mannerproportiond un- 
' tous,& of our reſtaurati- 


onto all other privileges, 

immunities & exempti- 

ons belonging to us , as 

may abundantly recom- 

= the coſt of our a- 
7 


ence in this matter. 
In order to all theſe 


4 | things , and of lettling 


all chings into a tight 
poſture , concerning the 
| D4 Mis 


Dfreom © 
Miniſtry ; there was; 4/ 
paper drawn up witha 
great deal of care, pains, 
ftudy.and circumipeQiz Jþ ne 

| on, and offered tothe Þ hi 
late Parliament, though -| p! 
cheic multiplicity of bu Þþ cc 
ſineſs.- would not per- F ol 
mit them to peruſe and Þ C 
to conſider of it within | th 
the time limited; which | v 
alchough ic were pre- of 
ſented by inconliderable | at 
hands, Mr. Bakers and. | Ii 
my own , yet there | 
were other hands and 
heads uſed in the: com- 
poſing-and peruſing of 


Sow s p 
ic 
ta 


F for Cxfar: Ih - © 
JF it much more confide- ; 
nble ; which it his 
| thighs hneſſes greater buſi. 
4; nefles would but permit 
| him to peruſe, or this 
| preſenc Parliamentinovy 
4 conven'dto conſider of, 
or toappoint ſome grave 
Committee to 
the cognizance of it , it 
{ wonld be found to be 
[' of ſpecial uſe untothem; 
| | andtogive them much 
| light and many hiats as 


to this buſineſs, not to 
be deſpiſed, in which 
we ſhall be ready ar all 
times to ſerve them 


with 


with our beſt endeas! 
vours, if it be required, Þ 
Inwhich (asalſoin 
any thing elſe that s 
have written, as 
ing the ſerling of Mini. 
fters in their my; and | 
their payment of cheir F 
dues, I humbly cravets 
be candidly interpreted 
en both hands, my in- 
rentions in reference to 


_ , being honeſt, juſt, 


and good , tha w= on 
may have his du 


that they chat _ 
have theirs worth a an 
earneſt deſire and 
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S that as they are co-pay 

' with one hand , mp xd 
may receive with. the 
- other;that in conſidera» 
tion of theſe grear ſums 
[ by their own voluntary 
4 4A&, fo clearly coming 
tothe publike creaſury , 
for the publike good, 
ſome Atof Grace may 


1 

\ 
[| 
- 


| may reſent it, not as 2 
{ bacthen, buc a benefit, 
| not as 2 damage bur 

- an 


— _ 
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"Pier. 
anad: e; if it 
e bis Highneſs as 
to remit the pay- 
ment unto: them ; as 
they did ar firſt grantitF 
unto: him ,-and {o 'en- 
the Pulpic to him Þ ti 
- —<—_ : ha is that 
to,me ? why ſhould 
my'cyc be evil becauſe 
his. is good ?. he ſhall | þ 
therein do an a& both | b 
of: bounty and- policy; | h 
bur: what will the reſt } a 
of the Commonwealth $ t 
thinkthe while, when Þ. 
{reaſon of State and ne- 


ceſsiry {o requiring ) he 
18 S all 1 


F them by all the ways: 
$ 7k and means he can ratio- 
t'F nally and prudendially 
deviſe, and in the'mean 
time gratifie theſe with 
F ſach great ſums of his 
{ own, ſo clearly by Lavy 
and reaſon duse''unts 
| | him? may'his Highneſs 
| | be pleaſed but to take 
| his own dues of them, 
74 and to | grant chem 
S theirs in cheir ancienc 
; portion, ' and patrimo- 
23 with all choſe privi- 
leges, immunities & cx- 


cmptions 


aled 1 part in | 
ſameother burdens and: | 
inall this they no loſers ' 
bur gainers by the bar-| 'Þ 
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